
MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL  

Nyob zoo xyoo tshiab!  Happy New Year!  Feliz año nuevo!  As we begin a new semester, I would like to wish a very 

Happy New Year to our Franklin family!  I trust you had a wonderful winter break with family and friends.  As we 

celebrate the year 2022, it is always a great time for looking back to the past, but more importantly, looking 

forward to the coming year.  It is a time to reflect on the changes we want, or need to make and resolve to follow 

through on those changes.  As we begin 2022, I want to assure everyone that the high expectations in academics 

established in the beginning of the year will continue as we begin second semester.  

There is no school on Monday, January 17, in observance of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s birthday.  In today's 

polarized society, I draw your attention to one of Dr. King's most famous quotes, "Darkness cannot drive out 

darkness: only light can do that.  Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that."  It is too easy to point to those 

who disagree with us and say they are wrong; it is much more difficult to dialogue with them and come to some sort 

of understanding of one another.  Dr. King invites us to look to the light, to look to love when dealing with those  

with whom we disagree.  What a great reminder on this national holiday in his honor! 

Finally, on behalf of Franklin School's faculty and staff, thank you for your continued support of our students and 

the work we do for them.  It is truly the community, parents, and staff collaborating and working together that 

allows us to maintain the successes we have enjoyed here at Franklin!  As always, if you have any questions or 

concerns, please don't hesitate to contact a teacher or me directly.  We are here to work together to provide the  

best education for your students! 

Have a great January! 

Mrs. Lee Vang, Principal 

 

COMMUNITY FLYERS UPDATE 

As a service to the community, the Manitowoc Public School District posts flyers for upcoming events from 

nonprofit organizations on their homepage and Facebook page.  Please visit the web site at 

www.manitowocpublicschools.org/for_families/community_flyers for additional information on the following flyers: 

Ships Gymnastics Clinic – January 22 

Holy Family Conservatory of Music classes; Session 1 – January 3-February 19 

Kindergarten Girl Scout registration 

Candlelight Snowshoe Hike at Woodland Dunes – January and February 

 

http://www.manitowocpublicschools.org/for_families/community_flyers


Happy New Year!  What a great time to think about setting family goals!  A great thing about 

goals is that they can be set year-round with your family.  Goals do not have to be complicated.   

In fact, making simple goals makes you more likely to achieve them. 

When you are setting goals with your family, you are coming together to complete things each family member could 

benefit from working on.  When you are setting and working through goals with your kids, you are setting a real life 

example for them to build on in the future.  Below are some examples of goals you could set as a family.  Have fun 

together and make a commitment this New Year to make 2022 a wonderful year! 

 

Daily Goals:  Weekly Goals: Monthly Goals: Yearly Goals: 

1. Wake up earlier 
2. Be on time 
3. Get outside 
4. Pack healthy lunches 
5. Eat dinner together 
6. Eat breakfast 

together 
7. Set clothes out at 

night 
8. Follow family rules 
9. Nightly story time  
10. Set up a time to 

unplug 

1. Family game night 
2. Weekly family dinner 

plan 
3. Stick to weekly chore 

plan 
4. Kids help with shopping  
5. Use reusable shopping 

bags 
6. Cook dinner together 
7. Family yardwork 
8. Visit the library 

1. Keep monthly family 
calendar 

2. Monthly family meeting 
3. Volunteer together 
4. Set monthly budget for 

family fun 
5. Try a new family recipe 

each month 
6. Save for a family outing 

(dinner, movie, bowling, 
etc.) 

1. Plan a family vacation 
2. Go on a family road trip 
3. Annual family olympics 
4. Start a new family tradition 
5. Donate old toys/clothes 
6. Make a family goal list 
7. Learn a new skill as a 

family 
8. Plan and/or host a family 

reunion 

 
  

4K OPEN HOUSE/REGISTRATION 

Will your child be four years old by September 1, 2022?  If so, and you would like to learn about the 4K program, 

join us for our Open House on Sunday, February 6, from 1:00-2:30 p.m. at the YMCA - 205 Maritime Drive; 

Riverview School - 4400 Michigan Avenue; Head Start – 400 Michigan Avenue and 1130 S 9th Street; and Lakeshore 

Child Care – 3400 Division Street.  Families can visit one or all of the sites.  During the open houses, you will be 

able to get answers to any questions you may have, learn about wraparound child care and get information about 

bussing.  Registration forms will also be available for pick up. 

Registration will take place the week of February 14-18, 2022, at Riverview School.  The times are as follows:  

Monday, February 14, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.; Tuesday, February 15, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.; Wednesday, February 16, 

9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.; Thursday, February 17, 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.; and Friday, February 18, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.  All  

parents are requested to bring your child’s immunization record and birth certificate to registration. 

If you have any questions, please contact Sara Disch at 686-4786. 

 

MATH CORNER 

Wow!  Can we believe we are almost halfway through the school year, and your children have learned 

a lot of math!  As you observe and assist your child at home, you may be thinking about the reasons 

your child may be learning math in a different way than the way you were taught.  Here are two of 

the most often asked questions and the answers.  As always, your child's teacher is a great resource 

for suggestions on how best to support your child at home. 

Why is it a good idea to learn multiple strategies?  Why not have students memorize basic facts and 

algorithms? 

As students develop their ability to recall basic facts, it makes good sense to address both mastery of the skill 

(quick recall of facts) and understanding of the concept (the properties of the operation and the relationships 

between facts).  Bridges teaches basic facts by first having students explore the operation (addition, subtraction, 



multiplication, or division) in the context of story problems or situations, which ensures students understand what 

it means to add, subtract, multiply, or divide.  Students then learn strategies for solving basic problems; these 

strategies illustrate properties of the operation and can be used for mental math with larger numbers (as well as  

to help recall facts when needed).  Finally, students practice the facts until they can recall them from memory. 

Bridges teaches students to compute with larger numbers by first establishing conceptual understanding of the 

operation, then using visual models to learn different ways of calculating, and finally helping them become 

proficient with efficient algorithms.  When computing with larger numbers, students are frequently encouraged to 

make an estimate first.  Estimation promotes number sense, helps students evaluate whether their final answers  

are reasonable, and encourages them to develop mental math skills that are useful in so many real-world situations. 

Why is it important for students to show their work and explain their thinking? 

Asking students to show their work provides more information for teachers and improves student learning.  When 

students explain how they solved a problem, they come to understand the mathematical concepts more deeply.  

Showing their work also provides detailed evidence that teachers can use to see what students know and where 

their misconceptions lie.  This evidence is essential.  It allows teachers to adjust the way they teach to meet 

students’ needs and to document student learning over time, which helps them communicate with families about 

students’ progress.  For similar reasons, state tests often require students to explain how they solved a problem.  

Students are better prepared for such test items when they explain their solutions on a regular basis. 

 

 

Student Council wants to thank everyone for helping with our food drive.  Peter’s Pantry was very 

thankful for all your help.  In total, we collected 727 pounds of food!  We did a contest between 

kindergarten and first grade, second and third grade, and fourth and fifth grade to see who could 

collect the most food items.  Mrs. Buchner’s first grade class collected 56 items; Mrs. Pfeifer-

Peterman’s third grade class collected 79 items; and Ms. Jacobs fourth grade class collected a  

whopping 230 items!   

On Tuesday, December 14, we rang bells for the Salvation Army at Pick & Save from 5:00-7:00 p.m.  We had so 

much fun ringing bells and singing Christmas carols for everyone to hear…and we sang LOUD!  Someone from the 

Salvation Army took a video of us singing and posted it on the Salvation Army Facebook book.  Thank you for 

helping us help our local community.  

The above article was written by Olive and Kaylee in Ms. Jacobs fourth grade class, and Elba and Mylah in Ms. Opichka’s fourth 

grade class. 

 

FACIAL MASK REMINDERS 

Just a reminder to all families that students are expected to supply their own facial coverings.  

A facial mask should not be worn if it becomes wet; it should be replaced with a clean dry one.  

It’s recommended that more than one facial mask be sent to school with your child.  Please label 

your child’s masks with their name or initials.  Masks should be stored in a space that is separate 

from others when not being worn; i.e., individually labeled container or bag.  Please remind your 

child to bring their masks home every day so they can be washed.  Students may wear a cloth or a disposable face 

covering.  They may also wear a neck gaiter (double-layered is preferred.) 

 

HEALTH, ACTIVE CHILDREN 

All children are encouraged to live healthy, active lives.  It is recommended that children six and 

older should have at least 60 minutes of physical activity every day, and children younger than six 

should have three hours of physical activity every day.  Remember, health is not about a specific 

weight, shape or size. 

 



It can be difficult for children to be physically active, especially in the winter months.  Parents can play a key role  

in helping their child become more physically active.  Some suggestions are: 

 Emphasize fun. Help your child find a sport they enjoy.  

 Plan ahead. Make sure your child has a convenient time and place to exercise. 

 Provide a safe environment where your child can practice and play.  

 Provide active toys, such as balls and jump ropes.  

 Play with your child by playing sports, going for a walk, hike, bike ride or building a snowman.  

 Set limits on screen time for TV, computers, and video games.  

 Avoid overscheduling of other activities that would prevent them from being physically active.  

Let’s have a happy, healthy 2022! 

 

______________________________________________ 

 

JANUARY DATES TO REMEMBER 

January 10-14 Penny wars 

January 12 5K field trip to School Forest, 8:45 a.m.-2:45 p.m. 

 Spirit stick sale, gym, (during lunch only) 

January 13 Large group orchestra practice, 7:15 a.m. 

January 17-19 NO SCHOOL – staff development/records day for staff 

January 26 PTA meeting, library, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


